Year 6 - Spring Term 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

We pre that you all had a govd break and that your child is rea,d,y for a fun and exthLn.g term
ahead. This term promises to he as prmiucti,vv, and ery‘oya.blz as ever. [he aim qf this newsletter is to
Lnfmm you of what we will look to cover dun;n,g the Slarr;ng Term.

E%Li.sh

What an exciting term we have Iatanrw,d in terms of your child's Eng['wh lessons!
Your child will he reaxitng several texts, erw,blmg them to investigate a variety of
authors’ Wrtth,g stytes and we will use these as a foca[ pomt to su,ppmt your \ —=_ Q /

child in Wn;thg their own fLCtLOTL and. non fu:tum pieces.

We will be reading: Clockwork, by Phillip Pullman, Gone Away' by Lou Kuenzler a,nd ‘Macheth by
Sha,/ozslozare (Please do not read these at home Het./ ). If you would like to- read some alternative text
based around our English units of study, you could read Tom's Midnight Garden’ by Phillipa Pearce,
Hotes' by Louis Sachar and also ‘Stcu:gLri' by Jerry Spinelli.

Your child will also be complzttng d,aLLH word and sentence level tasks, which will allow them to
dzvatop their vota,bula,ry, grammar and /crwwiad.ge on sentence typas and structures which thzy will
then he encouraged to- use in their d,a.Lly written work.

As well as this, your child will continue to have d,aLLH gutdzd read'mg lessons and Readmg Plus
sessions this term, which will improve their ro,admg ﬂup,rmy, cmnp,rehzns:;on skills and ignite a
passion for' madMg.

Plea.se rememhber that your child must read every n,Lght fm' at least 20 minutes; this raa,d,'mg should
be recorded. in your child's Ialcmmr‘ as this is checked every d,a,y at school.

Mathematics

In mathematics lessons, the children will continue dzveloptng their mathematics skills and lzaang
how- to apply these skills toa variety of fun proﬁ&m—soiving tasks. It is therefore anrzd,Lb,Ly hz[lo,ful
if you can get your children involved in mathematics in real-life situations outside of schoot.
Encourage them to total up shoppmg bills, calculate change and to continue to- work on mental
mathematics skills, for exa,mfzto,, q,uLc/c recall of m,u,[tLIaLLcatLon facts.

77'Lrough, the wse of our PUMA assessment and Mock SATS, your child's mathematics teacher will be
focustng on areas your child is fLI’Ld,Lng cha[&ngtng. It is also usefut for you to- work thrzmgh any

assessments that are sent home with your child.




Your child will also have er/cly mental mathematics tests to improve and refine
their mental calculations. [t is essential that your child proctises the areas of
mental mathematics that t/w,y are weaker at and that have been identified b,y
their teacher. ‘Mathletics” is an excellent wehsite for the children to- use in order
to- practise their mental mathematics skills and do not fmget to- remind, your
children of the useful mathematics resources within their Ia[o,nnzr's. We will
also be continuing to use the Times Tables Rock Stars wehsite to support and encourage the children

with their times tahles. During the week, the children will he practi,si,ng their /crwwizdge and sla%d in
answering q,uzsti,ons. There will be a wm/cLH focus for the children to chat&nge themselves.

Science

The BBC websitke https:/ [www- b,bc.cmuk/nzws/sciznceg,and,g,envtmnmnt Iarcrvtdes excellent
ba,c/cgrm/,nd readmg and interactive activities for your child’s Leammg in Science. The topics that we
will being covered during this term will be ‘Evolution and Inheritance’ and ‘LLvm\g Things and their
Hahitats'. These topics are very hands-on and your child will be co*mplettng and dzvv;stng many
experiments to- gain first-hand ohservations and /cnowied.ge. We will focus on scientific enguiry
skills and refine children’s o,bLLLtH to- conduct experiments and inferpret the results accuraba[y.

Foundation Lessons

In h.Lstm’y this term, our main topic of work is the /V\a,ya,n, Civilisation and the children will compare
this to their /cn,crw{zd,ge on Ancient Egypt and, eady Britain as well as m,o,/ang geogralathaL links
using their geography /crwwizdge and skills. ALongsLdz this thto-ry and geography lzamtng, the

children will participate in a ‘/\/\a&/a,n artefact: mouldable material DT project and investigate the work
of Van de Rohe, an architect of eady /V\o,Ho,n, civilisation, and wse his work to inspire their own art
pieces bH creating charcoal and pastol d,rawtngs of /\/\ayan, architecture. During their RE Leaang, the
children will cover Sikhism, Buddhism and ChrtstLa,rLLtH, as well as ta,/cmg part in wo.e/c[y computing,

music, PE, PSHE and French lessons.




Homework

Year 6 Iaupt[s are expzcted to- complete the foﬂcrwing homework each week:

- Read d.a,LLH forat least 20 minutes and have IaLo,rmzrs signp,d, this includes at the weekend.

- leamn slo,QLLLrLgs that will he given on a /V\ond.ay and tested on a F rtd,a,y (these are available on the
Year 6 page of the wehsite).

- Times tables and number facts to- be practtsed rzgular[y at home for our W%/cly mental arithmetic
test

- Wee/cly CGP Books: a.ssigruzd Grammar, Punctuation and spetung task, Compreh,ens'wn task and
Mathematics task (these are availahle on the Year 6 page of the wehsite)

- Regulady use of Times Table Rotk Starand sz[[‘mg Shed..

- Complzte your wm/cly allocated Read,tng Plus tasks ( if you do not complebz your six a,sstgrw,d tasks
whilst at school each week).

- There are also extension activities available on the Year 6 page of our website if you wish to
complete them (this is optLonaL).

SAls

The Slo,rmg Term is a very busy erm as we continue to prepare the
children for their SATs tests and their transition to secondary schoot.
SATs test week is Monday ks May to Thursday JLth May 2026. It is
essential that the children are at school lp.admg up to the tests so that
t/uay can he adzq/uata[y Iarepa,ro,d. Please do not hook famLLH h,oiLda,Hs or
) arrange other appointments durtng this week as children cannot take
these tests at any other time. In fact, all absences, other than for
illness, will onLy be authorised in very Qxcelo,twnal circumstances.  We

hopa that all children achieve the national age—rztabad pr,ecta,twn fo7'

Revision Guides

CGP

If you have not done so a[rzo,d,y and you would like to Iaurchase our —
revision 9uLdp,5, we are still seLLLng all four revision gu,Ldzs at a cost of Maths English
£3.00 each. The BBC wehsites also provide excellent bac/cground g &
reading for their larning in Science; the main topics during this term SATS Revison Book__|  SATS Reison Book
bzmg Evolution and Inheritance” and 'LLvm\g 77u;ngs and their Hahitats'. - -ﬁ;

Seconda,ry School Ap,pltca,tiuns - Offer Da,y

You will receive an email on the evening of MoncLa,H 2 March 2026 with the outcome of your
secdeaJy school appLLcatLon. You will then he rzq,u,Lrad, to Log into- your eAdmissions account to
accept or decline your offer by Mo-nd.a,y 16% March 2026.

lmfwrta,nt: You must accept the offer to- secure the schov‘l.pta,ce. !fyou do not accept b{./ the 16%
March 2026, the qffermug be withdrawn.




Whitehall Week

All Year 6 children will participate in Whitehall Week dur'mg the week Mgtnntng Mon,d,a,y 8% June
2026. Whitehall Week is an a,cti,on—,aac/oad week full of fun activities bhased at school and using
local Itmrvtdzrs. These o7gaaned events are to-enable the children to come togethxar and celebrate their
time at Whitehall Junior with one another. Further information about Whitehall Week will be shared

with you in due course.

Knnw{zdge Mats

Mayan Civilisation: KS2 Knowledge Mat

To increase your awareness of the academic vvcabu[wy linked

LN A to the topics that your child will he Leamtng this term, you will

eomeiion BT find knowledge mats on the school website within the Year 6

page. Do take the time with your child to look thmugh these

/crwwiedge mats as this will support the leo,mmg that takes
Ia[ace inside the classroom.

Votahulary

We are encournging families to exlatoit talk and vm:a,bulary usage with their children, based on the
topics which are b/aLng covered in school. Research shows that the more talk and vvtabu[ary
children are ex,ao*sed to, the greater progress and attainment achieved. Therefore, Ialxw,se see below- a
list of vm:a,bu,La,ry which your child will be exp,crsed to- this term in their lzammg (this list is also
avuilable on the Year 6 page of our wehsite). We are a,slcmg that you support us in the use of these
words outside the classroom to dmp,en, your child's und,arsto.ndmg of these terms.

Vocabulary enables us to interpret
and to express. If you have a limited
vocabulary, you will also have a

SCIENCE - Y6 Evolution Voca,butary List 2026

Mea,nmg

a child or animal in relation toits parent or parents.
d@oxyn’bﬂnu,cluc acid; a nucleic acid that is the main constituent
of the chromosomes of all organisms. DNA is segc—ralaLLcathg,
Ia[ays a central role in protein synthzsts, and is resp,onstb& for
the transmission of hzresto,ry characteristics from parents to
offs,armg

b'wiogy a gra.cLu,a,L chcmge in the characteristics of a popu,[a,t'wn of
animals or Io,Lcm,ts over successive generations: accounts forthe
origin of existing species from ancestors unlike them

a marked deviation from the ty,ai,cat form or function

any alteration in the structure or function of an organism or any

of its Izmrts that results frvm natural selection and b,y which the




organism hecomes better fitted to- survive and m,u,[tLp,Ly in its
environment.

fassds

any remains, impression, or trace of a LLang tthg of a fomw,r
9eoioch age, as a skeleton, footlarmt, etc.

inhahited

to live or dwell in (a Ialace), as Io,eopte or animals

SCIENCE -6 LLving 77an,35 and their Hahitat Vocabu[ary List 2026

Word,

/V\e,amng

cLasstLcatwn

the assign,mnt of organisms to*grzmps within a sysbzm, qf
categoﬂzs dLsthguLshzd by structure, origin, etc.

vertehrate

hn,ving vertebrae; fw.vmg a backhone or sp'm,a[ column.

invertebrote

of or re[at(,ng to- creatures without a hackhone.

TQCOH nise

to LdenthH from know{zdge of appearance or characteristics

characteristics

pertaining to, constituting, or LerLcathg the charocter or,o;acu[‘w,r
qua[tty o a person or t/ung; ty,o,LcaL; distinctive

environment

the air, water, minerals, organisms, and all other external fa,ctors
surrcm,ruim,g and a,jjco,ctmg a given organism at any time

climate

a region or area characterised b,y a given climate

HISTORY - Y6 /\/\ayan Civilization Vocab,ulary List 2026

Me,a,n,ing

Mesoamerica is a historical region and cultural area in North America. [t
extends from approxtmba[y central Mexico through Belize, Guatemala, EL
Salvador, Honduras, /\charagu,a, and northern Costa Rica, and within this
region Io,rQ—Coiu,mbLan societies flourished before the SIaan,Lsh, colonisation of

the Americas.

Pre-classic

,cuarwd

The Preclassic peri.od, in /V\a,ya, thtOTy stretches from the bngnMg cg‘:

permanent viLLa.ge LLfQ c. 1000 BC. until the advent of the Classic Period c.

250 AD, and. is subdivided into Ea,riy (Iarwrta7OOO BC), Middle (1000-L00
BC), and Late (400 BC-250 AD).

Post-classic

,cuarwd

Postclassic Period. The end of the Terminal Classic Period has been viewed as
the death knell for the /V\aya civilization, and the Postclassic Period has
trastLomLLy been described as a militaristic, decadent, and dzgemrate phase
in /V\a,Ha, h,Lstory.

Lrwcn;latLon

The a,ctLvitH of Lnscrv;b,LrLg ( espzc'wlty carving orengraving) letters or word.s

glyphs

In typography, a HLHPh is an elemental symboi within an agmd set of
symbois, intended, to- represent a readable character for the pUrROSeS of
writing. GLH,ahs are considered to he unigue marks that coiLectLve[y add up to-
the slozlung of a word or contribute to-a sp,ecgﬂc meaning of what is written,
with that meaning dz,aendent on cultural and social usage.

stele

An ancient upn;ght stone slab tw,o,rmg marfcmgs.

hlzrarchy

A series of ordered groupings of Iozopl»z or tthgs within a sy stem

sa,crtftce

The act of /cLLLLng (an animal or p,er'son) in order to propitiate o cLQ,LtH

ancestor

Somzomzfrom whom you are descended, (but u,sua,tty more remote than a




gmndp,arent)

thH-state A state consLsthg qf a sovereign thy.

codex An unhound manuscript of some ancient classic (as dLsthguLshp,d from a
scrotl).

cenote A natural pit, or sinkhole, rzsultmg from the co-t[apse of limestone hedrock that
exposes gnmndwater underneath. E. spzcwlly associated with the Yucatwn
Peninsula of Mexico, cenotes were sometimes used by the ancient /\/\aya for
sacrificial oﬁ"erm\qs.

pymmtd A pdyhzd,ron /wuving a Iaoiygonal base and trtangu[ar‘ sides with a common
vertex

warrior Someone Qngaged in orexpeﬁznced in warfare

The tall annual cereal grass bzan;ng kernels on La,rge ears: Wtd,Q,[,H cultivated in
America in many varieties; the prmctpcel cereal in Mexico and Central and
South America since Iarz-CoiumbLan times

monument A structure erected to- commemorate persons orevents

a,rcha;wtogLst An a,n,thropoiogtst who studies Iamhtstonc p,eopto, and their culture

astroiogy A pseudoscience c[aLang divination by the positions of the Ia[an;z,ts and sun
and moon

poiy theism Belief in m,ulti,pto, gods

dQLty Any supzmatural bztng wvrshtppzd as controﬂmg some part of the world or
some aspect of life o who is the personification of a force.

ceremony A formal event fm/fmmo.d, on a slochaL occasion

temlo,lp, A IaLa,ce of wm'shi,la consisting of an edifice for the wm'shl;la o a d,QLtH

Lega,cy A qift of ,cuarsona[ property by will

disunite To part; cease or break association with

dominate To be in control

soph,Lstha,bad /—/a,vtng or a,plop.atmg to- those ho,vmg WUTicLLH /crwwio,dge and refinement
d,rought A shortage of rainfall

merchant A b,usi,ruasslozrsm engaged in retail trade

tribute Somathmg given or done as an expression of esteem

We are very much Lovktng forwurd to this term and we prz that your children are too. /f you have
any Q,uasti,ons or concens ahout your child's progress or weéfare Io,/za,se do not hesitate to contact ws
via email: yea,r6@whi,beha,tyu,r1,i,or.0'rg and we will endeavour to rzslao-n,d as soon as fw'sstblz.

Yours smcerely,

Miss Costa, Miss Brown, Mrs /V\cCo,rthH, Miss Treanor, Miss Groves and Miss Shaw
Year 6 Class teachers

fanuary 2026
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