Year 5 - Autummn Term 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

We would like to- welcome your child to the start of a new academic year and the bngummg
qf their time in Year 5. We are gLacL to have the children hack in school and are eager tor
deliver an exthLrLg and engaging curmiculum. The Autumn Term is going to he very bu,sy

and will be hoth chatlzngmg and raward,mg fOT all Io,upLLs.

English
Py,

What an exciting term we have Ia[arme,d in terms of your child's Engttsh -~ Q
lessons!  Your child will he ro.a,dl;ng several novels, en,a,bJ,Lng them to- \\~
investigate a variety of authors’ writing stylzs as well as writing their
own stories and non-fiction pleces.

We will begin with the novel, The Lot Happy Endmg’ by Carot Ann Duffy. We will also-
be ro,a,d,Lng, ‘Eye of the Woif' bH Daniel Pennac and the picture hook ‘Snow White in New
York' by Fiona French. Your child will be cmnplzttrg d,a,LLH word and sentence level tasks
which will allow them to dzve[op their vv'ca,bula.ly, grammar and /crwwizdge on sentence
types and structures which t/w,y will then be enco-u,raged, to-use in their daLLy written work.
Please rememhber that your child must read every ru'.gh.t for at least 10-15 minutes; this
rea,d,'mg should be recorded in your child's IaLa,n,w as this is checked every d,a,y at schoot.

Your child will continue to- have gu,Ldp,d, rzadi,ng lessons this year, as well as Readmg Plus,
which will improve their compreh,enswn skills and ignite a passion for madmg.

Mathematics

This term we will cover all areas of mathematics
thrvugh recapping methods and strateqies and then
Iarva;dLng opportunities for the children to app[y these
skills  within prohtzm soivv;ng tasks,  maths
investigations and puzz/zs. This will enable your child to refine and improve their skills

as well as to develop them into Lndzpzndznt learners in their preparation for Year Six.

Your child will also have wm/cly mental maths tests to improve and refine their mental
calculations. It is essential that your child proctises the areas of mental maths that thzy
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are weaker at and that has heen identified by their teacher. Mathletics is an excellent
wehsite for the children to use in order to Iaracthe their mental maths skills. We will also

be conthuLn,g to use the Times Tahles Rockstars wehsite to support and encourage the
children with their times tahles. Dun;ng the week, the children will be practhmg their
/crwwizdge and sp%d in answering q,uzsti,ons.

Science

a2

PANS
The BBC wehsite provides excellent hackground reading and ‘ 3
interactive activities for your child's Lo,a,rnLng in Science. The main
topic during this term will be ‘Materials and their prvpp,rtlzs’. This ==
topic is very hands-on and your child will he comlalp,tl;ng and devts'mg many experiments
to- gain first-hand ohservations and /crwwied.ge. Our /czy focus will be on reversible and

irreversible cho,nges of state as well as chemical reactions.

Our main topic for this term s called

'Arch,azoiogi,sts'. This theme is hased around the

Ancient Egyptw,ns. It will be cross- curricular,

% encompassing many of the other subj‘ects e.g.

. Gzogra,ahy, /-/Lstcry, D.T., Music and Art. We

will be focu,scng on /crurwiadge, investigative and interpreting skills. Itisa topic that is

very interesting, fun and th,wght p,m'vvkmg. The children will d,Lg into the past and will
oarta,Ln,LH enjoy what thzy find and what is asked of them.

PSHE

Personal, social, health and economic education
is extremzly important forall children, eschLaLLH
in the current climate where life has not been
what we are used to- Dur‘mg PSHE lessons, we
will continue to dzve[op an undzrstandtng of the
world around us by engaging in rich discussion.
We will he continuing our PSHE scheme which,
in the Autumn term, will focus on ‘Health and
WeLL—szng". This theme covers topics such as,
setting gouls, hzaLthH eating, IahystcaL and
mental health.

Music
In music, we will continue to- use the Charanga scheme of &ammg. The first unit of woTk
is focused around one song: Livin On A Prayer’. The material presents an Ln&gra&d

a,ppma,ch to- muwsic where games, the dimensions of music ( pu[se, rhy thm., IaLtch etc),
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singing and IaLaHLng instruments are all linked. As well as Leamtng to” sing, IaLay,
improvise and compose with this song, children will listen and appraise other classic
rock songs. In the second half term our music lesson will focus on jazz music. All the
lzo,mmg will be fotused around two tunes and improvising: Three Note Bossa and Five
Note S wing.

Art and DT
Within our art lessons we will he QxIaLong Egylatw,n, art, slaecgctcally focusi,ng on the
techn,Lq,uz of sketchMg. Our lessons will expLom the use of shadtn.g to- create mood and
f&[‘mg as well as lines, tone and shapz to- sketch ngurzs and forms in movement. In DT,
we will be using our /cn,owied.ge 9@Lmd in our thtOTy lessons, to dzszgn and make an
Egyptw,n, mask as well as an Egyptum Lns,atmd amulet. We will he focustng on the skills
of m,cruLd,LrLg and scu[ptmg materials.

C

Our first computing unit is entitled, ‘Comlautmg systems and networks’. In this unit,
learners will dzvetop their undzr’stamimg of computer systems and how information is
transferred hetween systems and devices. Learners will consider small-scale systems as
well as Lo,rgo,—scalz systems. Thp.y will expLam the input, output, and protess aspects of
a variety of different real-world systems. In the second half term children will be
lzamtng ahout Vector 9rap/uc5. In this unit, learners start to- create vector drawings. Th;ay
learn how to- use different d,rawing tools to /ualp them create images. Learners recognise
that images in vector drawings are created using shapzs and lines, and each individual
element in the d.ra,wmg is called an O’b:/QCt. This unit is IaLa,rLrw.d, using the GO'ogLa

Drawings app
Homewuork

Your child's homework will consist of :

- A minimum of 10-15 minutes reading to be recorded in planner (and 5(grw,d,) daily.
- Times tables and number facts to- he Iaracthed mgu[ariy at home r

for our weekly mental arithmetic test.. \\\ /
- WQQ,/C/,H spQLLLngS issued on /\/\mcLaH and tested on Frv;day 4 /

Homework

- Wo,e/dy CGP Books: asslgmd Grammar, Punctuation and slozLLLng
task, Cmprah,enswn task and Mathematics task. e

In addition, our Weekend Wonders' initiative will enahle greater ﬂebe,LLLtH and q,ua,LLtH
famLLH time. Forthose families who would like their child to*comptete additional homework
tasks, we have an gpti,onal extension homework gnd where extra tasks are outlined; this
is available on the Year 5 page of the school wehsite:
https:/ [www- thte,/w,Lé/ u,rL'LOT.OTg/ Hear‘—5 /

Vocah

We are encournging families to exploit talk and vvca,bu,&uy use with their children hased
on the topl;cs which are b,eLng covered in school. Research shows that the more talk and
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vvta.buta.ry children are ex,amsed to, to- greater progress and attainment achieved.
Therefore, plzo,se see below-a list of vm:a,butary which your child will he o,xpo*so,d to- this
term in their lzaerLg. We are as/chLg you to support us in the use of these words outside
the classroom to d;aep,en, your child's undzrstandmg of these terms.

HISTORY — Y5 The Ancient Egyptians Vocabulary List

Word Me,am'ng

afterlife Life after death

amulet A trinket or piece of Jewz[lzry usuo,LLH hu,ng ahout the neck and
tfwught tobe a magtca[ protection against evil or disease

canopic A jar used in ancient Egylat to- contain entruils of an embalmed b,ody
J'a,r/ vase
cartouche A cartridge ( usually with paper casing )

dymsty A sequence of Iacrwwfu,t leaders in the same famLLy

succession A group of p,aopto, or th.Ln,gs an*a,nged, or foiwwmg in order
Egyptoiogl;st An a,rchap,oiogtst who spcha,LLzes in Egypwiogy

h‘uarog[yphtcs A writing system using picture symbois wsed in ancient Egypt
inundation An owrwhzlmtng numhber or amount

pharcwh The title of the ancient Egylatw,n /angs

inscription The activity of Ln,scrLbLng ( es,ochaLLy carving orengravmg) letters or
s

scribe Someone emlatoyo_d to- make written copies of doctuments and
mcmuscrilats

official A worker who holds or is invested with an office.

ohelisk A stone pLL[ar /w,vv;ng a rzctanguta,r cross section tapering towards a
RY ramidal top

papyrus Pa,p,er‘ made from the papyrus pl,a,n,t b’H cutting it in strips and
pressing it flat

pyramid A poiyhzdron /w,ving a pﬂiygonal base and trw,nguLar‘ sides with a

common vertex

architecture The profession of dzsigrung buLLd.Lngs and environments with
consideration for their aesthetic effect.

sarcophagus A stone coffin ( usually bearing sculpture or Lnscrtlatl;ons)

sym,b,oi Somzth'u\g visible that b,y assotiation or convention represents
someth,'mg else that is invisible

/cmgdom The domain ruled bH a /c'm,g oT queen

mummification Embatmmg and chy ing a dead body and wropping it as a mummy
Io,reservad Kep,t intact orin a fw.r‘thuLa,r condition

embalm To preserve a dead b,ody

tomh A pLo,oe forthe burial of a corpse ( eslo,ecLaLLH beneath the ground and
marked by a tomhstone)




civilisation A sotiety in an advanced state of social dzvelopmnt (e. qg-. with
comlalzx Legal and poiLthaL and re[ig'wus mgcmtsat‘wns)

ritual The prescrtbzd. proted,um for concLucthg rzlig‘wu,s CRremonies
treasure ArLH possession that is highly valued by its owner

A collection of precious tth.gs

cartouche A car‘trid.ge ( usua[[y with paper casing )

culture All the /mow{zdge and values shared by a society

mythdogy /V\chs coilzcti,vety; the body of stories associated with a culture or

institution or person

SCIENCE - Year 5 Properties and changing materials Unit

Word Mwning

transparency the q/u,o,LLtH or state of bzmg transparent

Immw,a,b,& ca,laable of szng permeated

absorh to suck up ordrink in (a liguid); souk up

dissolve to- make a solution of, as bH mixing with a LLq,LLLd; pass into solution
soluble ca,laable of szng dissolved or LLc;uszed

evaporate to cfwmge from a LLCI/LLLC[, or solid state into vapour; pass off in vapour.
precipitate to- separate from a solution as a precipitate

condense to reduce to another and denser form, as a gas or vopour tor

a LLguLd or sotid state.

We are very much Lov/cmg forwu,rd tothis term and h,op.e that your children are too. /f you
have any c;uzsti,(ms or concerns ahout your child's progress or wagca.ra, Io,LQaso. do not

hesitate to-contact us via email: year5@whitehalljunior.org and we will endeavourto respond
as soon as ,cwssi,ble.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Mitchell, Mrs Norman, Miss Guernieri and Mrs Yilmaz.

Year 5 Class teachers
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