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English – lessons based on the novel Varjak Paw and Tales Told in Tents 

which focuses on tales in and around Central Asia.

Reading – PM Benchmarking and Reading Plus schemes encouraged 

pupil reading across the school.

Art – learning centred on landmarks in Europe using a variety of mediums 

including marbling and collages. Featured artist was Brianna McCarthy, 

with a strong focus on diversity and identity.

D.T - making gingerbread houses for Christmas-themed lessons.

Geography – Europe and our local town, including a school trip to 

Uxbridge Town centre to learn about it’s history and heritage and 

important sites.

Science – Living Things, Habitats and the Human Body focusing on the 

digestive system.

Highlights included:  
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English  - read ‘The Dancing Bear’ by Michael Morpurgo and ballads such as ‘The 

Bogey Men and the Trolls Next Door’ by Kaye Umansky. Main focus on

play scripts, folk tales, newspaper articles and book reviews.

Mathematics – fractions, statistics and data, multiplication and division, problem 

solving.

Guided Reading – ‘Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events’ by Daniel 

Handler, ‘Imagine’ by John Lennon.

Science – Electricity and sound.

Topic – Ancient Romans.

RE – Hinduism.

Art- architects around the world focusing on Antoni Gaudí.

Computing – word processing, coding and digital music creation on Google Chrome 

Lab with an added focus on e-safety for assemblies.

MFL – French – animals, food and colours.

PE- gymnastics, yoga, hockey, and dance.
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I love the role playing we do 

in our English lessons 

because we get to act out 

our play scripts’ – Starr, 4T
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Visiting the library is great 

as reading helps my writing’ 

– Olivia, 4L
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Electricity and Sound
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Ancient Romans and Architects
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Ancient Romans and Volcanoes
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•Times Tables Rock Stars three times a week every 

morning to aid pupils with their multiplication and 

division skills. This will lead them towards their MTC 

assessment in June.

•Rapid Reasoning and Fluent in Five (via Third Space 

Learning) every day to secure mental arithmetic and 

understanding strategies. Scores sent home  for 

parent/guardians to see progress and encourage 

practise and discussion.

•Reading Plus timetabled weekly with children being 

able to change their books to encourage their reading.

• SPAG, arithmetic and comprehension starters as early 

morning soft start activities – questions in the same 

format as Rising Stars term assessment papers.
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•Phonics groups in Hummingbirds with 

Nish Sohanpal.

•English and mathematics interventions 

during the day with teachers and HLTAs.

•School-let tuition (before and after 

school) focusing on English and 

mathematics.

•English Language booster groups have 

begun for EAL children.
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Monday Character description

Tuesday Setting description

Wednesday Fine motor skills

Thursday Planning

Friday Independent writing



The Year 4 curriculum covers a diverse 
range of content from different 
countries, cultures, and topics.
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English – We have covered stories, folk tales 

and poetry from countries such as 

Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Afghanistan and 

Tajikistan, Vietnam, India, Pakistan, South 

Africa and Ghana.

Guided Reading – Poetry that cover subjects 

such as equality.

Music – Songs from rap to gospel, covering 

topics including the 60s civil rights movement.

Topic – Geography unit focused on Gambia.

Art - identity and diversity, designers and 

fashion.



What has worked well this 
year?
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•Lessons taught this year which we could not last year due to Covid

constraints. This included children being able to use Aqua cookery room 

to make gingerbread houses.

•Being able to teach in Year 4 again allowed us to improve the lessons 

taught from last year and change planning to make it better - for example 

the trebuchet planning was improved from last year as we now knew of 

weaknesses. This resulted in better models this year.

•Year group assemblies, events and play areas have allowed all children 

to get together, which has their boosted morale.

•Excellent and strong teamwork across year group staff with consistency 

across classes, especially in light of an unpredictable year.

•Catch-up time incorporated into timetable to allow teachers to support 

children one-to-one and bridge gaps.

•PM Benchmarking, Reading Plus and book changes with a point system 

to encourage reading.

•Google Classroom utilised effectively across the year group with work 

uploaded for pupils who are absent, following curriculum and 

differentiated/adapted for individual learners if need be.

•Home learning emphasis put in place with Mathletics and Reading Plus.
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English – reading texts include The Runaways, Street Child, and Sugarcane Juice.

Maths – Statistics, Measure, Multiplication and Division – MTC assessments.

Science- States of Matter and Bubbles

Topic – Volcanoes and Anglo-Saxons.

Art – Sketching techniques, perspective and landscapes.

D.T- sewing and stitching (linking into the Anglo-Saxons and Bayeux Tapestry).

Computing – Weather databases including an introduction to 

Excel spreadsheets.



15

‘I have really enjoyed the Spelling Bees this 

year as they have helped improve my 

spellings’ – Vaanya, 4T

‘I love EVERYTHING!’ – Jori, 4T

‘Learning about electricity and 

making circuits in Science was 

very interesting’ - Filip, 4T

‘I enjoyed reading Varjak Paw 

in our English lessons’ –

Mohamad, 4T

‘Singing has been fun this year, I enjoyed 

learning about ABBA and singing ‘Mamma 

Mia!’ – Anika, 4B

‘I love my teachers as they 

make learning really fun’ –

Yuvraj, 4B

‘Reading Plus and going 

to the library has helped 

me with reading’ 

–Yonatan, 4E

‘Making gingerbread igloos was 

great as I have never cooked 

anything before’ – Rowda, 4E

‘Learning about the 

Romans and making 

shields and trebuchets was 

amazing’ - Tiara, 4E

‘I enjoyed learning about 

London and painting the 

Tower Bridge in art’

– Ola, 4L

‘Computing has 

been great in Year 

4! I am much better 

at coding now!’ 

– Taha, 4L

‘The morning 

tuition has 

really helped 

me a lot’ 

– Rayan, 4L

‘Great teachers, great 

learning!’ 

– Isabella, 4B
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'Teaching Year 4 has been brilliant! The children are constantly surprising us with 
their ideas, attitudes and knowledge. The power of resilience, perseverance, 

flexibility and a touch of normality has enhanced teaching and learning for us all!‘ 

- Mrs Jo Norman, 4 Lions Class

‘I believe we provide a broad curriculum that enables all children to learn in an 
inclusive, holistic manner which encompasses all of Whitehall's school values as well 

as our ‘Happiness at the Heart of Learning' motto.’

- Mr Sam Jones, 4 Bears class

‘As a new member of staff, only having joined from January, I would just like to share 
how grateful I am to be part of such a kind, thoughtful and collegiate team. I have felt 

so supported and included, which has aided my teaching and overall enjoyment of 
being a part of the Whitehall family. Thank you!’ 

– Miss Guernieri, 4 Lions Class



Happiness at the Heart of 
Learning

Questions and Feedback 


